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1. AT 1245 TODAY (NOVEMBER 7), THE AMBASSADOR WAS CALLED 
UPON BY THREE MEMBERS OF DEFENSE FORCES INTELLIGENCE SENT 
BY MAJOR GENERAL ZIAUR RAHMAN, THE CHIEF MARTIAL LAW 
ADMINISTRATOR (CMLA). THE THREE-AIR COMMODORE ISLAM, 
DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE FORCES INTELLIGENCE; COLONEL I ILL AH, 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR OF DFI; AND MAJOR MOHSIN, DFI’S 
LIAISON OFFICER TO FOREIGN MISSIONS-STATED THAT THEY 

HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO CONVEY TO THE AMBASSADOR THE 
PERSONAL REGARDS OF GENERAL ZIA AND TO ASSURE US THAT 
THE CMLA WANTS NO RPT NO CHANGE IN THE GOOD RELATIONS THE 
UNITED STATES AND BANGLADESH HAVE HAD IN THE PAST; RATHER, 
HE WISHES THEM TO IMPROVE FURTHER. THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE 
THREE, MAJOR MOHSIN, SAID THAT BANGLADESH LOOKS FORWARD 
TO MORE COOPERATION WITH AND HELP FROM THE UNITED STATES. 
GENERAL ZIA HAD INSTRUCTED HIS EMISSARIES TO TELL THE 
AMBASSADOR THAT HE (ZIA) HOPES THAT HE AND THE AMBASSADOR 
CAN MEET IN A DAY OR TWO. 

2. THE AMBASSADOR RESPONDED THAT HE APPRECIATED GENERAL 
ZIA'S GESTURE, AND WAS PLEASED TO HEAR HIS HOPES FOR FUTURE 
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GOVERNMENT. HE STRESSED THAT WE TAKE NO POSITION ON 
BANGLADESH’S INTERNAL ARRANGEMENTS, BUT HAVE SOUGHT TO BE 
AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE AND THOUGHT OUR RECORD OF ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE SPOKE FOR ITSELF. HE ADDED THAT HE LOOKED FORWARD 
TO SEEING GENERAL ZIA, WHO WAS AN OLD FRIEND. 

3. IN ANSWER TO THE AMBASSADOR'S QUESTIONS, THEY SAID THAT 
GENERAL ZIA HAD BEEN KEPT IN CUSTODY FOLLOWING MONDAY'S 
COUP BY KHALID MOSHARRAF AND THAT TODAY'S OUSTER OF MOSHARRAF 
AND REPLACEMENT BY ZIA WAS THE RESULT OF A "POPULAR UPSURGE." 
THEY SAID THAT THE FIGHTING WHICH BEGAN AT 0100 THIS MORNING 
WAS EXTENSIVE BUT DESCRIBED CASUALTIES AS LIGHT, 

NUMBERING PERHAPS 30 OR LESS. ASKED ABOUT MOSHARRAF'S 
WHEREABOUTS, THEY SAID HE WAS IN THEIR CUSTODY, BUT WAFFLED 
ABOUT HIS WELL-BEING. ASKED IF GENERAL ZIA WAS THE 
OFFICIAL WHO WAS IN EFFECTIVE CHARGE OF THE GOVERNMENT, THEY 
REPLIED EMPHATICALLY THAT HE WAS VERY MUCH IN CHARGE. 
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